INFORMATION LETTER 


NATIONAL CANNERS ASSOCIATION 
No. 1584 Washington, O. c. May 12, 1956 


N. C. A. Aids in Publicizing 
FDA Anniversary Observance 


The N.C.A. made several contribu- 
tions to the 50th anniversary program 
of The Association of Food and Drug 
Officials of the United States, held in 
New York City, May 7-11. It was the 
60th annual conference of the Asso- 
ciation, and because of the fact that 
1956 is the 50th anniversary year of 
the signing in 1906 of the original 
Pure Food Law, the program was 
keyed to commemoration of this event. 

N.C.A. furnished much of the ma- 
terial used by the New York Histori- 
cal Society in a special exhibit honor- 
ing the officials and their anniversary, 
and John T. Knowles, Chairman of the 


(Please turn to page 202) 


Homemaker Preferences 
for Fruits in Pie Baking 


Pie baking at home is an art still 
practiced, according to a consumer sur- 
vey made in Dallas, Detroit, and Kan- 
sas City by the USDA's Agricultural 
Marketing Service. 

Eight of 10 homemakers in each of 
the cities baked pie sometime during 
the year. About half of the home- 
makers had bought one or more pies 
during the year, and only one of 20 
had neither baked nor bought a pie 
during that period. 

The survey was made to learn more 
about homemaker use of red sour cher- 
ries. Interviewers asked 1,053 home- 
makers about use of cherries, both as 
a pie filler and otherwise. 

The survey revealed that homemak- 
ers in the three test cities baked pies 
fairly frequently, but did not restrict 
themselves to any one kind. 

Apple pie was baked by more home- 
makers than any other pie. More 
than 80 percent of home pie bakers 
interviewed in each city had baked 
at least one apple pie during the year. 
Following apple pie, favorites were 
chocolate, lemon, cherry, coconut, 
peach, and pumpkin. 

Canned fruit fillings were found 
to be the most used type of filling in 
all three cities, and convenience was 
given as the predominant factor in 


(Please turn to page 203) 


Board of Directors and Administrative Council Meet 
for Annual Review of Association Activities and Finances 


Final program details have been 
worked out for the midyear meeting 
of the N.C.A. Board of Directors May 
18 and 19, in Washington. 


Certain of the activities of N.C.A. 
that are designed to aid the member- 
ship in their individual selling opera- 
tions will feature the Friday after- 
noon program. Discussion of N.C.A. 
Convention programs; consideration 
of the canned foods nutrition pro- 
gram; and the Association's finances 
will be on the agenda for the second 
and closing session Saturday morning. 

Guest speakers are Charles W. Har- 
baugh of the U. S. Chamber of Com- 
merce, whose “Report to Business” 
will feature the opening luncheon at 
Hotel Statler, Friday noon, and John 
T. Sapienza, of Association Counsel, 
Covington and Burling, who will talk 
on “Tax Savings that Canners Ought 
not to Miss,” at the closing luncheon, 
Saturday noon. 


Following Mr. Harbaugh's address 
to Board and Administrative Coun- 
cil members Friday noon, President 
William U. Hudson will proceed to 
conduct the program details of the 
afternoon session. He will first intro- 
duce Chairman Norman Sorensen of 
the Consumer and Trade Relations 
Committee. The report of that com- 
mittee will take the form of a film 
strip with sound, prepared by George 
Anderson and staff of the Dudley, 
Anderson & Yutzy firm, public rela- 
tions counsel employed by N.C.A. 


Those portions of the activities of 
their Divisions that are directed at 
the consuming public will be reported 
by Dr. H. L. Stier, Statistics Division, 
and C. Meryl Sullivan, Labeling Divi- 
sion. E. B. Woodworth, Acting Chair- 
man of the Consumer Service Com- 
mittee, will report on similar activities 
of that Division. 

The concluding item on the program 
will be the first showing of the film, 
“The Three Squares,” industry film 
produced as one of the C. & T. R. 
projects. 

At the Saturday morning session, 
George B. Morrill, Jr., Chairman of 
the Finance Committee, will report on 
Association finances and present the 
1955 audit. 


Vice President A. Edward Brown, 
Chairman of the Convention Program 
Committee, will present the recom- 
mendations of that committee on the 
pattern of future N.C.A. conventions 
and lead the discussion of specific 
plans for observing the 50th anniver- 
sary of the Association at the 1957 
Convention. 

The report of the Scientific Re- 
search Committee, by Chairman John 
T. Knowles, will deal with a considera. 
tion of the N.C.A. nutrition program 
among other technological subjects, 
and the session will close with the 
luncheon and address by Mr. Sapienza. 


Agricultural Research Policy 
Group Urges Economics Work 


Expanded research in agricultural 
economics was urged by USDA's Agri- 
cultural Research Policy Committee 
at its meeting in Washington May 3-4. 

This advisory group, established 
under the Research and Marketing 
Act of 1946, devoted its regular sec- 
and-quarter session to a review of 
agricultural economics research and 
closely related work in the Depart- 
ment, and discussed a number of pro- 
posals for future investigations in 
this field. 

Among high priority research needs 
cited by the committee were analyses 
of existing and proposed programs, 
increased study of the effects of farm 
prices on production of agricultural 
commodities; effects of changing die- 
tary and other food habits and consum- 
ers’ attitudes on the demand for farm 
products; more complete surveys of 
farmers’ income and expenditures by 
economic classes and types of farms; 
and determinations of the relation- 
ships that exist between agriculture 
and other phases of the national econ- 
omy. 

Most of the research reviewed by 
the committee is conducted in the 
Agricultural Economics Division of 
the USDA’s Agricultural Marketing 
Service. Related work, both in that 
agency and in the Agricultural Re- 
search Service, was also considered. 
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Information Letter 


Canned Fruits and Juices 
to Austria under P. L. 480 


USDA on May 8 announced issu- 
ance of a purchase authorization to 
Austria to finance purchase of up to 
$50 thousand worth of canned fruit 
and juices from United States sup- 
pliers under Title I of Public Law 
480. The authorization was issued 
pursuant to an agreement between 
the U. S. and Austria announced 
on February 7. 


The authorization, No. 21-10, pro- 
vides for purchase of approximately 
200 metric tons (one metric ton 
2,204.6 pounds) of canned fruit and 
juices of any or all of the following 
varieties: fruit cocktail, U. 8S. Grade 
B or better; cranberries; RSP cher- 
ries; orange juice and lemon juice, 
U. S. Grade C or better. The prod- 
uct must originate from fruit pro- 
duced in the continental U. 8. 


The fact that financing is received 
under the authorization will not ren- 
der the commodity ineligible under 
any applicable export payment pro- 
gram carried out under Section 32, 
USDA said. 

Sales contracts between suppliers 
and importers made beginning May 15 
and ending by June 30 will be eligible 
for financing. Delivery will be to im- 
porters f.a.s. vessel, U. S. ports. Ship- 
ment from U. 8. ports may be made 
no later than July 31. 

Austria has not yet designated its 
importers. However, USDA said that 
inquiries may be addressed to Mr. 
Milos Franc, Technical Counselor, 
Embassy of Austria, 1346 Connecticut 
Ave., N. W., Washington 6, D. C. 


Official FCDA Film 


Considerable of the footage in Op- 
eration Cue,” the official motion pic- 
ture release by the Federal Civil De- 
fense Administration, is devoted to 
views of the tests of canned foods 
under nuclear blast conditions, con- 
ducted by the N.C.A. Research Lab- 
oratories last year at the Nevada test 
site. 

The film, an 18-minute color and 
sound presentation, has just been com- 
pleted and shortly will be released by 
FCDA on a nationwide basis. An 
informal first showing was made at 
N.C.A, offices May 9. Although the 


film deals with the nuclear tests as a 
whole including the products of some 
150 different industries, there are nu- 
merous scenes that will be familiar to 
those who have seen the Association’s 
color-slide presentation of the canned 
foods tests. Several of the test houses 


are shown with interior shots disclos- 
ing the canned foods as prepared for 
exposure on shelves in kitchens and 
basements. The Test Crew is seen at 
work burying nutrition samples, and 
close-ups are shown of Grandma's 
Pantry and other exposures. The 
actual blast and its destruction are de- 
picted, and there are several scenes 
of the recovery of the foods from the 
various exposure locations. 


FDA Anniversary Observance 
(Concluded from page 201) 


N.C.A. Scientific Research Committee, 
was a featured speaker on the first 
day of the conference, delivering an 
address on “Fifty Years of Progress 
in the Processing and Quality Control 
of Canned Foods.” Nelson H. Budd, 
Director of the Information Division, 
assisted with publicity connected with 
the exhibit and other details of the 
conference dealing with the canned 
foods industry. 


The display at the New York His- 
torical Society featured a section of 
an old grocery store and an apothe- 
cary shop of the turn of the century, 
along with auxiliary wall and counter 
displays of containers, posters, adver- 
tisements and labels illustrating the 
methods of manufacture and sale of 
foods and drugs before 1906. The ex- 
hibit emphasized the contrast between 
production and merchandising of 
foods, drugs, and cosmetics in the 
simpler America of a half-century ago 
with the methods of the great indus- 
tries of today, producing articles well- 
packaged, correctly labeled and guar- 
anteed for purity and wholesomeness. 


For the grocery exhibit, the N.C.A. 
Research Laboratories supplied con- 
tainers labeled with 50-year old labels. 
The cans were modern but had been 
“antiqued” by the process of cutting 
circular holes in the top and soldering 
the caps back on to make them re- 
semble the “hole-in-top” cans preva- 
lent at that time. Of the total of 77 
grocery products displayed, 49 were 
canned items. Photos and press re- 
leases on the canned foods elements 
of the exhibit were prepared by Dud- 
ley-Anderson-Yutzy for distribution 
to the trade press. 


In his address to the conference Mr. 
Knowles paid tribute to the “laudable 
and satisfactory public service” pro- 
vided by FDA. He cited a number of 
examples of scientific innovations in 
canned foods processing that had re- 
sulted directly and indirectly from 
federal and state food laws and regu- 
lations, but he also made the point 


that “canners took the hint with such 
vigor that Food and Drug personnel 
have been hard pressed ever since to 
keep pace with industry.” 


He drew a picture of the fairly 
parallel history of Food and Drug 
Law development and the scientific 
progress of the canning industry, 
showing that both government and 
industry have followed the criterion 
for a recommended process: “It must 
be sufficient to protect the health of 
the consumer.” 


Mr. Knowles showed how great a 
contribution was the industry's work 
on botulism, the processing bulletins 
that came out of the N.C.A. Labora- 
tories and are now in their 8th edi- 
tion, and the plant sanitation pro- 
grams of the N.C.A. He pointed to 
the emphasis canners place on the pro- 
vision of “greater and longer reten- 
tion of vitamins” which, he stated, 
applies to every phase of canned foods 
product handling from “agricultural 
practices, harvesting, cleaning, size 
grading, blanching, exhausting, heat 
processing and storage.” 


Nuclear Slides Shown 


The colored slides, with commen- 
tary, depicting the nuclear tests of 
canned foods at the Nevada test site, 
which were prepared by the N.C.A. 
Laboratories and Information Divi- 
sion, were shown May 8 to 75 mem- 
bers of the Willow Glen Dad’s Club 
in San Jose, Calif., by Ed Mitchell of 
the Richmond-Chase Company. 


The slides also were shown May 10 
to an audience of 28 students and 
members of the research, teaching and 
Extension staff of the Department of 
Horticulture, Virginia Agricultural 
Experiment Station, Blacksburg, Va. 


Agricultural Research Policy 
(Concluded from page 201) 


Additional studies regarded by the 
group as especially important included 
analyses of the effects of advertising 
and merchandising programs on the 
marketing of agricultural products; 
research on the economic impact of 
new techniques developed for farm 
product utilization; determination of 
the economic consequencies of con- 
solidation of agricultural marketing 
firms; and increased state-federal co- 
operative research on production-eco- 
nomics factors in different farming 
areas, with particular emphasis on 
land-use problems in animal agricul- 
ture. 
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Consumer Service Director 
Attends Professional Meetings 


Miss Katherine R. Smith, Director 
of the N.C.A. Consumer Service Divi- 
sion, recently attended meetings of 
two professional women’s groups to 
carry on conferences with food editors. 


At the annual convention of the 
American Women in Radio and Tele- 
vision, held in Boston the last week of 
April, approximately 600 radio and 
television women registered. 

The Consumer Service Division 
mails each month a radio release to 
about 1,000 radio and television peo- 
ple. A special multiple unit television 
kit is released on an exclusive basis 
to 75 stations which cover the major 
markets of the country. 

In addition to attending the radio 
and television meetings and work- 
shops, Miss Smith held conferences 
with food editors of newspapers, state 
and city supervisors of homemaking 
and school lunch. 

Miss Smith also conferred with food 
editors attending the first national 
conference of Institutional Food Edi- 
tors, in Chicago May 4-5. This meet- 
ing was attended by editors of leading 
publications in the institutional field. 

Copies of the Division’s book, Quan- 
tity Recipes for Institutional Food 
Service, were given to those in at- 
tendance. 


Lima Beans for Processing 


An increase of 6 percent from 1955 
in the prospective 1956 acreage of 
green lima beans for processing is 
indicated by reports received by the 
Crop Reporting Board of USDA from 
processors in late April and early May. 

If these early season prospects ma- 
terialize, the 1956 plantings for can- 
ning, freezing, and other processing 
will total 111,250 acres. This com- 
pares with 105,070 acres planted in 
1955 and the 1945-54 average of 99,120 
acres, 

Assuming a loss of plantings of 
about 5 percent in line with recent 
years, a planting of 111,250 acres 
would result in about 105,700 acres 
for harvest. This compares with 99,- 
080 acres harvested in 1955 and the 
average of 93,420 acres. 

Of the total acreage in prospect for 
processing in 1956, intentions reports 
indicate 38,810 acres will be planted 
for canning, including succotash. Last 
year 87,890 acres were planted for 
canning. 

The following table shows, by states, 


the acreage in prospect at the present 
time: 


Planted Acreage———— 

1956 
10-year Pro- Por- 
Stato ave. bo- cent 
1045-54 19033 tive change 
from 
(acres) (acres) (acres) 1055 
N.Y 3, 4,000 3,100 —33 
4,760 4,800 4,600 —4 
es 960 730 680 —7 
Mich. 3,030 1,500 1,800 +20 
6,420 7,250 7.400 +2 
Del. 19.430 23.400 24,500 +5 
4,820 3,900 3,800 —3 
Va. 4,400 2,800 3,300 +18 
... 1,490 1,120 1,300 +16 
3 19,660 23,500 30,500 +30 
Other states'.. 31.130 31,470 30,270 —4 
U. 8. Total... 99,120 105,070 111,250 +6 

For canning 
and other 


processing.. “42,230 37,800 38,810 +2 
For freezing.. 7,800 67,180 72,440 +8 
'Ark., Cola., Idaho, III., Ind., Iowa, Kans., 


Minn., Mo., N. J., Okla., Ore., Tenn., and Utah. 
* Three-year ave, 1952-54; estimates not avail- 
able prior to 1952. 


1955-56 Cranberry Sauce Pack 


The 1955-56 pack of cranberry 
sauce totaled 6,007,200 actual cases 
as compared with the 1954-55 pack of 
5,514,848 cases, according to a report 
by the N.C.A. Division of Statistics. 


Num- 


Container Size ber 1054-55 1955-56 
per 
case (actual cases) 
211 x 400 
211 x 200 ).. 48 531,049 640.511 
300 x 407 (15-1602.). 24 4,472,823 5,076,208 
No. 3Cyl. (404x700) 12 4.729 4,763 
6 471.817 213.837 
Miscellaneous tin 11,504 39,199 
Miscellancous glass. . 22,536 32,082 


1955 Pack of Pie Fillings 


The 1955 pack of canned fruit pie 
fillings totaled 1,760,555 actual cases, 
according to a report by the N.C.A. 
Division of Statistics. This is the first 
pack report on such fillings. 


24/2 6/10 Total 
(actual cases) 
202.780 303.742 
Cherry. 545.872 4.745 550,617 
Peach. . 189, 406 428 180 834 
Other fruits 220,675 25,202 254 007 
Blueberry....... 236,787 1.957 238,744 
Other berries. . 221,001 1,650 222,651 
1,725,521 35,034 1,760,555 


Other fruits include apricot, pineapple, raisin, 
rhubarb, and mixed. Other berries include black- 
berry, boysenberry, huckleberry, raspberry, and 
strawberry. 


Unified Subsistence Purchases 


A revised Department of Defense 
Directive (Number 5160.11) was is- 
sued May 8 establishing the Secretary 
of the Army as the Single Manager 
for Subsistence. Canned food procure- 
— will not be affected by this ac- 
tion. 


The new directive provides for the 
immediate designation by the Secre- 
tary of the Army, however, of an 
Executive Director for Subsistence to 
manage an operating organization, 
the Military Subsistence Supply 
Agency, to handle all assigned func- 
tions of supply management for sub- 
sistence for all the military services. 
The Executive Director is to have no 
other responsibilities but to direct the 
operations of the Agency and he will 
be responsible to the Secretary of the 
Army through channels prescribed by 
that Secretary. 


An interesting feature of the di- 
rective is the statement that the Single 
Manager (Secretary of the Army) is 
authorized and expected to maintain 
close liaison with nongovernmental 
organizations, associations, and indus- 
try on matters affecting the respon- 
sibilities under the directive. 


Implementing directives are in 
preparation and it is expected that 
a formal announcement of the assign- 
ment of the Executive Director will 
be made in a week or so. It is now 
generally assumed that Maj. Gen. A. 
L. Marshall, the Commanding General 
of the Market Center System, will be 
named the Executive Director. Like- 
wise it is assumed that the Market 
Center System, with its headquarters 
at Chicago, will become the Military 
Subsistence Supply Agency. 


Homemaker Preferences 
(Concluded from page 201) 


the use of canned fruits in baking 
pies. Canned red sour cherries were 
used by more homemakers than all 
other cherry products combined. 


Pie was considered a favorite des- 
sert by a majority of both men and 
women, with other favorites including 
ice cream, cake, cookies, and other 
baked goods. 


A copy of the report, Homemaker 
Preferences for Pies and Canned and 
Frozen Cherries, Marketing Research 
Report No. 116, may be obtained from 
the Marketing Information Division, 
Agricultural Marketing Service, 
USDA, Washington 25, D. C. 


Information Letter 


Status of Legislation 


Alaskan fisheries—H. R. 8405, to 
transfer supervision of Alaskan fish 
and game from the Interior Depart- 
ment to the Territorial Government, 
was reported by the House Interior 
Subcommittee on Territories and is 
pending before the full Committee. 


Anti-merger legislation—A bill, H. 
R. 9424, which would require pre- 
notification of certain mergers and 


strain mergers, was passed by the 
House April 16 and is pendin 
a Senate Judiciary Antitrust 
mittee. 


Customs simplification—The Senate 
Finance Committee is expected to act 
on House-passed H. R. 6040 after it 
completes work on social security leg- 
islation. Bill would revise the method 
by which the value of imported mer- 
chandise is determined for customs 
evaluation. 


Farm labor housing—H. R. 9600, 
to provide for amortization deductions 
with respect to — facilities for 
agricultural workers, is nding be- 
fore the House Ways and Means Com- 
mittee. 

Farm workers transportation—S. 
3391, providing for ICC regulation 
of interstate transportation of migrant 

ricultural workers, was passed by 
the Senate May 1 and will be the sub- 
ject of hearings by House Interstate 
and Foreign Commerce Committee 
May 18. 

FDA chemical additives—Hearings 
on bills to regulate the use of chemical 
additives in food were concluded Feb. 
14, but House Committee has not con- 
sidered subject in executive session. 


FDA codification—H. R. 6991, to 
revise, codify, and enact into law Title 
21 of the U. S. Code entitled “Food, 
Drugs, and Cosmetics,” was passed 
by the House and is pending before 
the Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on 
Revision and Codification. 


FDA imitation food—H. R. 3692, 
to prohibit the interstate marketin 
of any “imitation” of a standardize 
food product, even though the imita- 
tion product is plainly labeled as 
such, is pending before the House 
Interstate Commerce Committee. 


Federal fisheries activity — An 
“Amendment to S. 3275,” co-sponsored 
by 28 Senators, providing for estab- 
lishment of a U. 8. Fisheries Commis- 
sion, will be considered by the Senate 
Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce on May 16. 


Fisheries education—Hearings on 
S. 2879, to authorize federal funds 
for scientific and vocational fisheries 
education, were concluded by the Sen- 
ate Fisheries Subcommittee March 26. 


Import quotas—H. R. 8954 and other 
bills to establish an import quota 


ubcom- 


mechanism are ding before the 
House Ways and Means Committee. 

Marketing orders—cranberries— 
S. 2933 and H. R. 8384, to bring cran- 
berries for canning under the orders 

rovisions of the Agricultural Market- 
ng Agreements Act, are pending be- 
fore the Senate and House Agricul- 
ture Committees. No action scheduled, 
but Senate bill is under consideration 
by a subcommittee. 

Marketing orders—potatoes—H. R. 
9484 and S. 3262, to establish a na- 
tional marketing control including po- 
tatoes for canning, were introduced 
Feb. 22. No action scheduled. 


Negotiated procurement—House- 
passed H. R. 8710 is pending before 
the Senate Armed Services Commit- 
tee. No action scheduled. 

OTC—The House Ways and Means 
Committee on March 29 amended and 
approved, H. R. 5550, authorizing 

. 8. participation in orc. 

Poultry inspection—Bills ponies 
for mandatory inspection of poultry 
and poultry products by the FDA were 
the cent: of public hearings by a 
Senate bor Subcommittee ay 10 
— ure pending before the full Com- 
mittee. 


Price r price 
r at percent of parity were 
killed by President's veto. Compro- 
mise soil bank measure by 
House is under consideration in the 
Senate. 

Robinson-Patman Act—Hearings on 
H. R. 11 and similar legislation was 
concluded by the House Judiciary 
Antitrust Subcommittee April 26. No 
further action scheduled. 

Statehood—H. R. 2535, to provide 
statehood for Alaska and Hawaii, was 
recommitted to the House Interior and 
Insular Affairs Committee. 

Sugar Act—The conference meet- 
ings on H. R. 7080, to amend and 


Information Letter Schedule 


Because of the annual spring 
meeting of the N.C.A. Board of 
Directors and Administrative 
Council, May 18-19, the next is- 
sue of the INFORMATION LETTER 
will be published May 23. 


In that issue will be an ac- 
count of the meetings. 


extend the Sugar Act, were resumed 
May 11. 


Trip-leasing—S. 898, to limit the 
authority of the ICC to regulate the 
duration of trip leases for carriers of 
perishable agricultural and fishery 
1 was passed by the Senate 

arch 28 and will be subject of 
public hearings by the House Inter- 
state Transportation Subcommittee 
May 16-17. 


Wage-hour coverage—Senate Labor 
Subcommittee opened hearings May 
8 on all measures to extend coverage 
under the Fair Labor Standards Act. 
House Labor Committee has scheduled 
no action. 


Waste disposal—The House Ways 
and Means Committee has taken no 
action on a number of bills to allow 
the rapid amortization of waste dis- 
posal facilities and treatment works. 


Water pollution—S. 890, to amend 
and extend the Water Pollution Con- 
trol Act, was passed by the Senate 
June 17, 1955, and was reported by 
the House Public Works Committee 
July 26, 1955, but recommitted. H. R. 
9540, a new bill, was 1 — by a 
House Public Works Subcommittee 
May 2 and is pending before the full 
Committee. 
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